6 Month follow-up survey of Freshman IB students
After Admission

Background: As part of the IB student support system at Okayama University,
IB students are interviewed 1 month post admission and followed up with
another interview at 6 months. The purpose of this interview is to hear IB
student voices, find out about their campus and student life and help them
adjust further based on their individual needs.

Methods: Seven freshman IB students were given a questionnaire and asked
to fill it out anonymously in order to express their opinions freely, at 6 months
post admission. The follow-up questionnaire consisted of 10 questions with
regard to their student life at Okayama University.

Results: All 7 students willingly participated in the survey. Almost two thirds
of students said they were satisfied with their academic and campus life. The
remaining one third mentioned difficulties in understanding lecture oriented
lessons with many students, including the difference in educational
approaches compared to the IB. No student faced any difficulty regarding
understanding lectures in or writing reports in Japanese. Most IB students
said they had difficulty adjusting to club activities, as they felt club activities
were more about human relationships than sports. However, more than half
felt it was important to be a part of a club to make new friends and adjust to
University life. Finally, some IB students felt University lessons should be
more student oriented and the teacher should try to communicate more with
each student. IB students hoped that teachers would give them more
opportunities to participate in class activities and make greater effort to be
more student friendly. Besides textbooks, handouts and worksheets prepared
by the teacher would also be appreciated.

Conclusion: IB students felt good to be able to express their opinions freely
and were happy that the University was trying to listen to their voices. This
survey is a step forward in getting to know about IB student needs and trying

wherever possible to provide assistance.
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