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As someone born and raised in the US, and who has also worked in education at a school aiming
to implement an IB program, most of the things covered in the presentation were already
apparent. I would have loved to hear more about the research into the socioeconomic
backgrounds of students. He’s done and the impact that the IB has had on students of different
backgrounds.
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® [I'd heard from a colleague in passing about the success of the IB programs in Chicago, but
Sara’s presentation helped me to understand how if became so successful in the Chicago context.
I would have loved to hear more about all the different programs (how many CPs, what kinds
of students have found success, whether they tend to matriculate overseas, etc.) if we had more
time.
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I liked that the two presenters and Carol put the emphasis on equipping students with life-
long skills, rather than just focusing on the short-term goal of attending university. However,
I think with how the attitudes on education are here in Japan (including the student-centered
classroom, rather than teacher-owned classroom) there are some additional concerns that I
think the Chicago-style implementation cannot address for the Japan context.
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It would be wonderful for public schools to introduce the IB (or a style similar to IB) into their
curriculum! The more there are the better unless that was done with a clearly defined idea,
goal in mind, and commitment to the program, however, I don’t envision happening.
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Student-oriented learning.

Inquiry into topics that are relevant to students & interest them.

Examining the knowledge they’re passively accepted as true.

Ensuring that students grow into well-rounded humans, not just educated ones.
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Is it possible to have speakers who are from other countries, such as the South / Southeast Asia
region? I'd love to hear how they overcame problems when local practice conflicted with IB

standards or requirements.
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I would love to have more teacher-oriented workshops and job-alikes! If there was also a
symposium about resources & support for the IB programs in the area, both from the private
& public sector, than I would also be happy.
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