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< DP Biology Catl>
Workshop Report

HEF: 20166F8H3H (k) ~8H5H (&)
2% . 7 FI vy a sty ¥ —iE#EdE Mahmood Sabina
&8 WRFERRMBEBFSEHEFK
7' w77 A : 1B Biolory Category 1:

Teaching and examining the IB Biology Syllabus
J—2ra v 7 J—4—: Chris Hall (UK); IB Biology Teacher
Th—TFAR—: 14N (HEAN: 12 A #AEA: 2AN)
XY T AT —bAZ—I 131
Higher Education (K%%) : 1%

Day 1

Session 1: V—7%7 3 v 7§34 ; IBDP Agenda; Outline
Session 2 : IB Biology Program Structure and Learner Profile
Session 3 : 1B Biology Syllabus and Nature of Science (NOS)
Session 4 : TOK and International Mindedness in IB Biology

Day 2

Session 5 : IB Biology Syllabus Structure
Session 6 : IB Biology Assessment format
Session 7 : IB Biology External Assessment

Session 8 : External Assessment Examination Papers and Mark schemes

Day 3

Session 9 : IB Biology Internal Assessment Format

Session 10 : Internal Assessment Examination Papers and Mark Schemes
Session 11 : Extended Essays in IB Biology

Session 12 : Workshop Conclusion and Sharing Resources



<DP CAS Catl>
Workshop report
Tom Fast

From Friday, September 30th, to Sunday, October 2nd, I attended the International
Baccalaureate Creativity Activity Service (CAS) Coordinator Workshop at Yokohama
International High School. Organized by the IB Asia Headquarters in Singapore, the

workshop trained 1B high school teachers to become CAS Coordinators at their schools.

My reason for attending the workshop was to 1) Learn about CAS (which is not a subject,
rather it is one of the three pillars of the IB Program, that also include the Theory of
Knowledge or TOK, and the Extended Essay); 2) borrow ideas from the IB and possibly
incorporate them into service learning programs at Okayama University; 3) attain more

theoretical information on the importance of teaching creativity in schools.

For three days, I learned what is expected of IB students and how they go about fulfilling
their CAS requirements, which must be done outside of class. We discussed in detail
what activities can be defined as CAS and what cannot. Students are to engage in a
balanced amount of projects that promote creativity, physical activity and service to
humanity and the environment. Contrary to popular belief there is no longer a 150 hour
time requirement. This quantitative approach has been exchanged for a more qualitative
approach. Students are given a checklist of outcomes and are required to engage in

projects that meet the outcomes. The 7 outcomes of CAS are as follows:

- Undertake new challenges.

- Plan and initiate activities.

- Work collaboratively with others.

- Show perseverance and commitment.

- Engage with issues of global importance.
- Consider ethical implications.

- Develop new skills.

Over the course of two years in the Diploma program, students are expected to prove

they have achieved these outcomes via their project reflections and interviews.

From this workshop I was most impressed by how much importance the IB places on
CAS and active, extra-curricular, student-centered learning. CAS projects are ideally
initiated, organized and executed by the students themselves. Teachers are there to serve
as guides and facilitators.

Ultimately CAS experiences should be the students' own, hopefully provide some of their

best memories of high school, and help them stand out when applying to university.

_7_



<DP Core Assessment: Roadmap for improving student performance in

TOK, CAS and EE>

Workshop report

September 30 - October 2, 2016
This workshop will provide a forum for IB educators to engage in detailed discussion around the Diploma

Programme Core.

The workshop will guide participants through the key documents needed in Programme Coordination.,
Participants will explore the philosophy and pedagogy of the International Baccalaureate as well as look at

the practical aspects of management of the core.

Recommended Audience:
» DP coordinators
« CAS, EE and or TOK Coordinators

« Teacher librarians

Learning Expectations:

This working is designed to develop the following deeper understandings:
e the requirements for CAS
e TOK
e the extended essay
e the world studies extended essay

Welcome & Introduction | Session 5: TOK Session 9;
by IB Asia Pacific ' Aums of?‘he ToK gu-ide The Extended Essay
Representative (30 min) * !’erspec.llves and their * Aimsofthe
importance Extended Essay
Session 1: Introduction to . e Some EE statistics
8:30-10:15 hid core o Knowledge e The value oFthe EE
e  Mission and Frameworks e The importance of
strategy Of the IB * TOK and subjects the supervisor
e The Core that e  What makes a good
makes the topic?
difference
e (Coherence in the
Core
e Holistic
Education

_8_



10:45-12:20

1:00 — 2:40

3:10 - 4:30

Session 2 : CAS and the

learning outcomes

e (CAS Learning
outcomes

e  The role of the
supervisor

e Pedagogical
strategies 1o assist
achieving the
outcomes of CAS

Session 3: The process

and links

e (CAS Experiences

e (CAS Stages

e CAS Project

e (CAS Service
learning and link
to TOK and EE
and diploma
subjects

Session 4: The

Essentials
e CAS workbook/
diary

e (CAS Portfolios
e  Reflections

o CAS Reviews

e (CAS Evaluation

Session 6:
Getting the best from students

on TOK presentations
e Knowledge Questions
& the Presentation
e  Global impression

marking
e Presentation preparation
e PPD forms

Session 7:
TOK Presentations-
“Teaching by doing”

e  Presentation activity

e  Using the presentation
structure

Session 8: TOK Essay
e TOK Essay Assessment
* How are essays marked
e Essay marking
instrument
e  Marking essays

Session 10:
Getting the best from EE
students
o  The new EE criteria
and descriptors
e The initial interview
o  The abstract
e  Good and bad RQs
e  The supervisor’s
comment

Session 11:

Managing the process
e Timelines,
checklists, criteria
and feedback
o  World Studies EEs
e New EE guidelines
and criteria

Session 12: (ends at 4:30):
What next?
e Reflection on the
whole workshop
e Action plan

Session

Topic

Objectives for the session:

Introduction to the core

Essential understanding(s):

Overview of IB Philosophy

Objectives for the session:
e Mission and strategy of the 1B
¢  The Core that makes the difference
e  Coherence in the core holistic education




Reading:
e What is an IB education
e  The Diploma programme: From Principles to practice
e  Standards and practices

2. CAS and the Essential understanding(s):
learning outcomes Understanding the key aspects of the IB Diploma
Objectives for the session:
e The CAS Learning outcomes
e  The role of the supervisor
e Pedagogical strategies to assist achieving the outcomes of CAS
Reading:
e  What is an IB Education (an overview)
e The Learner profile (a guide to the learner profile)
e From Principals to practice
e  Approaches to teaching and Learning in the Diploma
Programme
e The CAS guide html and PDF (first exams 2018)
3 The CAS process and Essential understanding(s):
links Understanding the key role of inquiry in IB pedagogy
Objectives for the session:
¢ Becoming familiar with teaching and learning strategies that
support inquiry in the classroom
Reading:
e What is an IB education
e The Diploma programme: From Principles to practice
e  Standards and practices
e  Approaches to teaching and Learning in the Diploma
Programme
e The CAS guide html and PDF (first exams 2018)
4. The CAS essentials Essential understanding(s):

An overview of the essential nuts and bolts of CAS

Objectives for the session:
e CAS workbook/ diary
e CAS Portfolios
* Reflections
e CAS Reviews




e CAS Evaluation

Reading:
e  The CAS guide

Introduction to TOK

Essential understanding(s):
Understanding the central role of Theory of knowledge in developing

critical thinking skills

Objectives for the session:

e  Aims of the TOK guide

e To provide an overview of the structure of Theory of
Knowledge

e  Perspectives and their importance

* Knowledge Frameworks

e Therole of TOK in supporting understanding of how knowledge
acquired from the different subject disciplines in the DP
are related to one another

Reading:
e The TOK guide (first exams 2015)
e Diploma programme Theory of knowledge- Specimen Titles
2016
¢ Understanding knowledge questions

Getting the best from
students on TOK

presentations

Essential understanding(s):
Understanding the nature of the presentation and how to make it an

effective learning experience

Objectives for the session:
e Knowledge Questions & the Presentation
Global impression marking

Presentation preparation
PPD forms

Reading:
e The TOK guide (first exams 2015)

TOK Presentations

Essential understanding(s):
Understanding the nature of the presentation and how to make it an

effective learning experience

Objectives for the session:




¢ Knowledge Questions & the Presentation
e  (Global impression marking

e  Presentation preparation

e PPD forms

Reading:
e  The TOK guide (first exams 2015)

=

The TOK Essay

Essential understanding(s):
Understanding the nature of the Essay and how to make it an effective
learning experience

Objectives for the session:
e TOK Essay Assessment
e How are essays marked
e  Essay marking instrument
e  Marking essays

Reading:
e  The TOK guide (first exams 2015)
e TOK essay titles

[=

The Extended Essay

Essential understanding(s):

An understanding of the key aspects of the extended essay.

Objectives for the session:
e Aims of the Extended Essay
e Some EE statistics
e The value of the EE
e  The importance of the supervisor
e  What makes a good topic?

Reading:
e The Extended Essay guide html and PDF (first exams 2018)

Getting the best from EE

students

Essential understanding(s):
An understanding how to develop a good extended essay topic
Objectives for the session:
e The new EE criteria and descriptors
e  The initial interview
e  Good and bad questions
e  The supervisor’s comment
Reading:
e The Extended Essay guide html and PDF (first exams 2018)

Managing the process

Essential understanding(s):

An understanding of how to administer the extended essay process




Objectives for the session:

e Timelines, checklists, criteria and feedback
e  Academic honesty issues

e  World Studies EEs

e  New EE guidelines and criteria

e Academic honesty issues

Reading:

e The Extended Essay guide html and PDF (first exams 2018)

Overview & Q & A

Essential understanding(s):

An opportunity to work through unresolved matters

Workshop participant list

1 |Jonatas Cavani Nagoya International Junior and Senior High School
2 | David Howard Yew Chung International School Shanghai
3 |dJohn James Shanghai Singapore International School
4 | Kurt Lucas Canadian Academy

5 |Justyna MeMillan Seoul Foreign School

6 | Paul Moody Nagoya International School

7 |Akemi Morioka Okayama University

8 | Yumiko Murakami Tokyo Metropolitan Kokusai High School
9 | Kousuke Nomura Tokyo Metropolitan Kokusai High School
10 | Kyong Ha (Alex) |Park Gyeonggi Suwon International School

11 | Angela Rasmussen | Yamanashi Gakuin School

12 | Matthew Salvatore Canadian Academy

13 | Kevin Schooling United World College of Changshu China
14 |Makoto Tahara Okayama University

15 |Harry Thorrington | North London Collegiate School Jeju
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The role of International Baccalaureate Assessment and Education Methods in modifying the

Japanese University Entrance Examination System

Mahmood Sabina, Satake Kyosuke, Iizuka Masaya, Ueda Ichiro, Tanaka Katsumi,
Tahara Makoto (Okayama University Admission Center)

The main mission of the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) is to develop
inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people worldwide, who ecan help to create a better
and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. The International
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program (DP) was established in 1968, by teachers at the
International School of Geneva. The DP program provides students with a balanced education,
and promotes international understanding. The program is taught to students aged 16-19. As
of 22 May 2015, there are 2,795 schools offering the DP, in 143 different countries worldwide.
The National Test for University Admissions in Japan, often referred to as the “center test,”
(CT) is made up of standardized exams that are required for applicants to the 82 national
universities and 74 municipal universities as the first stage of the screening process. With the
ongoing reformation of the CT and Japanese high school education, it is interesting to learn

about the IBDP assessment process as a standardized global educational program.

Diploma Program assessment—aims and

approaches

The International Baccalaureate Diploma
Program (IBDP) assessment is designed to
record student achievement at, or towards
the end of the DP course. Students who go
through the

assessment

rigorous and challenging

system are encouraged to
become active, compassionate and lifelong
learners who understand and accept
diversity. The IB sets tasks that require the
student to analyze, evaluate and create
situations by themselves. It also encourages
students to inquire and reflect upon real
world situations, which lead to ethical

debates and sow the seeds of international

mindedness. The IBO assessment system
puts emphasis on the IB learner profile and
aims to yield meaningful results by assessing
the whole capacity and personality of
individual students through wvalid and
reliable assessment methods. The IBDP
assessment system also makes sure that the
standards of good teaching are maintained
without becoming too slow or absorbing too
much of the available educational resources.
The assessment standard has three aspects:
curriculum standards, assessment
standards and performance standards. In
order to set and maintain standards of
assessment, consistent marking by checking
and moderating examiners who carry out the

process of marking and also by setting robust



grade boundaries by judging against grade
descriptors and comparing outcomes with
previous years. Quality control is done by
practicing examples of marking to explain
correct approaches, and by including pre-
marked scripts in examiners as seeds to
assure that examiners are marking up to
standard. The IBDP assessment is based
more on criteria rather than comparing the
results of examinees. Student performance is
measured through a variety of methods such
as “Grade descriptors” which measures the
characteristics of work expected from each
grade level and which reflects the aims and
objectives of each subject. Kach subject
marking undergoes a process of moderation,
where a sample of the suggested marks from
a teacher for individual student work, is sent
to IB. After IB ensures that the teachers
marking is up to global standards, the
teacher marks are adjusted and the final
student marks are used to award grades. If
the teacher marking appears to be too
too striet, IB

generous or applies

mathematical corrections to all student

marks, including the sample.

In order to adopt and implement certain
aspects of this unique system into the
Japanese University Educational Reform, it
is first important to recognize the main
differences in the teaching methods between
the Japanese High School Education (JHSE)
system and the IBDP education system, as
the JHSE forms the base of the testing exam

for university admission (Table 1).

Next, focus should be next placed on the
differences between the present Japanese
Center Test (JCT) and ongoing the IBDP
testing method (Table 2).

Once the educational methods and testing
methods are clearly defined, it is possible to
modify, adopt or abort certain schemes to set
up a new university admission testing
method which has a

greater global

application.

JHSE Education

3 year course prreparing students for Admission
into Japanese Universities

Standard course focused on passisng the JCT
Promotes deeper leaming of specific subjects

Challenges students to pursue academic excellence

Career oriented realistic approach

Students master knowledge without challenging it

Students concentrate on their main academic goals

IBDP Education

Comprehensive 2 year course preparing students for Admission
into Universities Warldwide

Standard course also focusing on Communication and Research Skills
Promotes desper leaming of specific subjects + student engagement

Challenges students to pursue academic excellence + passion
outside the classroom

Holistic Approach

Students aquire knowledge by asking questions and considering
multiple viewpaints

Students concerntraite on academic goals + how their actions
can have an impact on themselves and their surroundings

Table 1

Differeances between Japanese High School Education {(JHSE) and IBDP Education



JCT

Standardized exam as a first step for entrance into B2
National and 74 Minucipal Universities in Japan

Students are tested on § subjects as well as sub-topics:
Total Score is 900. There is no passing score,
#*Minimurmn scores required for entrance inta University
is decided by each individual University

Multiple Chaice Questions (MCQ) anly

Content based. Memaorization skills are also necessary.
No leng answers; no essay

Held ance a year in January

Challenges students in the areas of strength

IBDP

An intemationally recognized program designed with basic academic
skills and life skills for University admission globally

Students are required to study six subjects and a curriculum core
Total score is 45. The passing score is 24,

*Minimum scores raquired for entrance into University

is decided by each individual University

No Multiple Choice Questions (MCQ)

Emphasizes academic, atheletic, cultural and social skils.

Involves more writing and includes a compulsory 4000 words essay

Given twice a year in May and November

Challenges students in the areas of strength and weakness

Table 2

Stages of DP Assessment Process

Differences between Japanese Center Test (JCT) and International Baccalaureate Diploma (IBDP)

1 Internal Assessment
2 Marking

3 Standardization

4 Markbands

5 Moderation of External Assessment
6 Moderation of Internal Assessment
7 Grade awarding and Aggregation

8 DP Scores and Grading
9 Final Award committee
10 Publicaiton of Results

Table 3

1. Internal Assessment

Internal assessment can be an oral
presentation or a discussion of research work
and investigations. The assessment task
reflects the of the

and emphasizes the

internal
skills

involved. Internal assessment is a part of

purpose

assessment,

normal classroom teaching, which focuses on
skills, not subject content. Activities used for
internal assessment can be used to develop
gkills, and also contributes to the final

assessment outcome.

IB Diploma Program Assessment Process

2. Marking
The main aim of the IBO assessment process
is to provide almost the same mark to a piece
of work, regardless of which examiner
marked it. Assessment is done in three main
steps. First by appointing examiners who
can mark consistently and objectively.
Second, by checking the markings of all
examiners in every examination session
except the senior examiner. This 1s called
The third method

providing instructions to examiners through

“moderation”. is by



prior training about the administrative
procedures to be followed and how to allocate

marks.

3. Standardization
global bias

educational cultures and teaching styles

To reduce arising from
around the world, senior examiners meet
and review the scripts of a selection of
candidates. This is called a standardization
meeting. The purpose of this meeting is to
make a small number of final additions and
that senior

amendments to ensure

examiners have agreed to a certain
interpretation of how the marks should be
applied. The final decision is then passed on

to all assistant examiners.

4. Mark bands

When it is not possible to recognize separate
assessment criteria, or when the work being
assessed is variable, an approach is adopted
called “Mark bands”. These are used instead
of separate criteria. Each mark band level
corresponds to a number of marks. For
example, one mark band level may cover the
range 6 to 10 marks. The examiner gives a
mark from that range based on how well the
work fits the level within the mark band
scale, Research little

difference between the reliability of marking

shows there 1is

through mark bands or assessment criteria.

5. Moderation of External Assessment
Moderation is a process of ranking. The
purpose of moderation is to ensure that

candidate marks, on the whole, are adjusted

to more appropriate levels. External
assessment is conducted by a team of
examiners. The principle examiner (PE) for a
subject is often the chief examiner or deputy
chief examiner or a former team leader (TL).
Generally, a PE may also be the author of the
examination paper or was greatly involved in
setting that paper. A TL is an examiner who
has past experience in marking consistently
and accurately. For each subject, there is
also an assistant examiner (AE). Each TL
oversees up to 10 (AE). Every AE is allocated
a minimum of 10 and a maximum of 20
scripts. After marking, the AE sends a
sample of their marking to the TL, and not
the PE, This sample is re-marked by the TL
and a statistical comparison of the paired set

of marks determines whether the original

examiner's marking is acceptable.

6. Moderation of Internal Assessment

The moderation of internal assessment,
where the original marking is done by
classroom teachers, has a slightly different
approach. All internally assessed scripts are
marked by applying assessment criteria,
Moderators for most internal assessment
components, except for language orals, are
asked to judge whether the teacher’s
marking seems appropriate, rather than re-
mark the marks awarded by the teacher.
Teachers’ marks are altered only when the

moderator is sure they are inappropriate.

7. Grade awarding and aggregation
The grade awarding is the final stage of the

assessment process for each component,



which takes place about 35 days after the
date of the examination. The team reviews
the assessment components for the session,
sets the grade boundaries for each of the
higher level and standard level courses, and
resolves outstanding issues. The first task is
to reflect on the operation of each component.
Senior examiners review the comments
formally submitted by teachers about the
examination papers and the
this, the

consideration each component for every

reports.

Following team takes into

session. The boundaries for internally
assessed components, and externally marked
non-examination components, are not
revised each session. They are normally set
only once, but new boundaries are set for
each examination paper at each session. The
change in boundary marks is normally slight
because effort is made to construct a new
examination paper at the same level as the

previous one.

8. DP Scores and Grading

The IBDP assessment has internal and
external components. Students are graded
for the internal components from 7 (highest)
to 1 (lowest) for each subject. Grade 1-7
reflects (poor, little, basic, good with some
gap, sound, very good and excellent),
respectively. The maximum possible total
diploma score is 45 (6 courses x 7 points) in
addition to 3 points for successful completion
of the external components namely, Theory
of Knowledge (TOK) and Extended Essay
(EE) through written examinations at the

end of the DP course. The other main core

element Creative Action Service (CAS). is
compulsory, but does not contribute to the
total point score. Students who gain at least
24 points are awarded the DP. About 80% of
students receive the DP with an average
score of 30 points. Although Higher level
(HL) and Standard level (SL) courses offered
in IB differ in scope, the IB philosophy is to
assess both HL and SL against the same
grade deseriptor and are awarded the same
number of points. A bilingual DP is awarded
to either students who receive a grade of 3 or
higher in 2 languages from language and
literature studies or to students who receive
a grade of 3 or higher in studies in language
of literature and a grade of 3 or higher in an
individual social or science subject in

another language.

9. The final award committee

The final award committee meets after all
the grade award meetings have been held
and just before the results are 1ssued in early
January/early July. This committee formally
awards diplomas and certificates to those
candidates who have met the requirements.
It also authorizes appropriate action special

cases.

10. Publication of Results

Diploma and certificate results are published
to schools and university admission systems
on 5 January and 5 July each year for the two
examination sessions. The results are sent

electronically.

Methods suggested for adoption from IBDP



Finally, after getting a clearer picture of the
IBDP assessment process, the following
methods can be suggested for adoption in
making the JHSE and the JCT more in par
with global
internationalization at a deeper level (Table
4).

standards and

Conclusion:

Educators in Japan can help Japanese
students benefit from the strengths of both
programs (JHSE and IBDP), through
integrated learning and encouraging
students to understand issues from multiple
perspectives, which in turn can promote

global thinking and ensure world peace in

the long run. Nevertheless, the students’

final choice eventually depends on the

students’ individual academic goals.
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It can introduce testing methods to determine student expression and thought

It can include long questions in addition to the exsiting MCQ Questions

It can expect long written answers from students

It can nurture skills for a Global Age by adapting teaching methods from the IB education system

It can modify the present high school student conception of “Being Taught”“towards “ Aquiring Knowledge”

High Schools can help students enhance their Academic Skills + teach them the “zest for life”

Table 4 How the IB Education and Assessment Method can influence the JCT towards a global approach



The Pioneering role of Okayama University Medical School in admitting the
first ever International Baccalaureate Diploma Students into the Medical
School and Health Science Department

Mahmood Sabina *, Satake Kyousuke, Tanaka Katsumi, Tahara Makoto

Okayama University, Admission Center, 2-1-1, Tsushima Naka, Kita Ku,
Okayama 700-8530, Japan Tel: +81-86-251-7284; Fax: +81-86-251-7197

Abstract

With the ongoing globalization of Japan, there has been a rapid growth in the
internationalization of Japanese universities. International Baccalaureate
Diploma (IBDP) students have been eligible for admission into Japanese
Universities since 1979. Okayvama University was the first national
university to welcome IBDP students in 4 faculties and 1 special course in
2012, and 1n 11 faculties and 1 special course in 2015. The Medical Faculty at
Okayama University admitted the first ever IBDP students into medical
school and nursing school from April 2015. Since the IB education system is
completely different from Japanese high school education, IBDP students
require ample support both academically and otherwise following admission,
for effective and smooth transition into academic and campus life. To meet
such demands, Okayama University has appointed IBDP student counsellors,
who provide continuous support to IBDP students through one-on-one
counselling and by keeping the IBDP student community in touch through
the SNS “IBDP LINE GROUP”. In order to create an exclusive international
environment where IBDP students can heighten their lingwstic and
communication skills, the university has also set up the “L-café” or Language
café. This international space welcomes anyone who has an interest in foreign
languages and/or wants to interact in a relaxed environment. Most IB
student’s at Okayama University work part-time at the L-Café. With effective
planning, proper student support and understanding, Okayama University
aims at providing and developing a positive academic and social experience
for present and future IB students enrolling into the various departments of
the medical and other faculties.
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International Baccalaureate Diploma Graduates at Okayama University
Mahmood Sabina *, Satake Kyousuke, Tanaka Katsumi, lizuka Masaya, Tahara Makoto
(Okayama University, Admission Center)

Japanese Universities began admitting International Baccalaureate Diploma (IB) students since 1979.
Okayama University was the first national university to accept IB students in 4 faculties and 1 special
Matching Program (MP) course without entrance exams in 2012. From 2015, all 11 faculties and the MP
course welcomed IB Diploma (IBDP) students. This presentation summarizes the efforts and initiatives taken
by Okayama University to encourage and increase the number of IB admissions and how it plans to construct
a solid student support system to sustain and improve campus life of present and future IB students, in
addition to spreading the IB ideology among non-IB students and faculty staff for better global
understanding. Presently there are 13 IBDP students enrolled in 11 different faculties and the MP course.
Admission into the 11 faculties is in April but the MP course admits IB students in April and October. Eight
out of 13 students belong to the MP course, which is a four-year bachelor course, designed by Okayama
University to meet individual student needs. Students in the MP course. with the help of an academic advisor,
are able to choose subjects freely from most major faculties (except pharmaceutical. medical and dental
faculties) and design a unique and tailor made course suited to their ambitions. MP course students are given
plenty of academic freedom and are not required to follow the standard set curriculum of each faculty. They
also have greater opportunities to go abroad for short-term study programs or internships. Five out of § MP
course students were October admissions. The remaining 5 IB students belong to the medical faculty
(medicine and nursing: 3 students) and Engineering and Environmental Engineering (2 students). IBDP
students intending to apply for the 4-year bachelor course at Okayama University, are required to have a
minimum full diploma score of 24 for all faculties and the MP course except for the 6 year medical school.
which requires a minimum score of 39 to apply. From October 2017. the MP course will merge into the
Global Discovery Program course, which is also a specially structured, student-oriented Bachelors program.
Since the IB education system is completely different from Japanese high school education, IBDP students
require ample support both academically and otherwise following admission, for effective and smooth
transition into academic and campus life. To meet such demands, Okayama University has appointed IBDP
student counsellors, who provide continuous support to IBDP students through one-on-one counselling and
by keeping the IBDP student community in touch through the SNS “IBDP LINE GROUP™. Updates on latest
university developments and seminars are shared on LINE. IB students interested in doing some
extracurricular activity are free to contact the IB counselor at all times and share ideas and opinions.
Presently, IB students at the medical school have formed and joined two clubs “Nursing English™ and
“English Progressed Based Learning™, where IB students take the initiative to interact with non-IB students
in subject based extra-curricular activities. There are future plans of publishing a quarterly IB newsletter by
the IB students with the help of their IB coordinator, where they will talk about their IB experiences and how
it has shaped them and also help to spread knowledge about the IB philosophy among their friends and
teachers on campus. In order to create an exclusive international environment where IBDP students can
heighten their linguistic and communication skills, the university has also set up the “L-café” or Language
café. This international space welcomes anyone who has an interest in foreign languages and/or wants to
interact in a relaxed environment. Most IB student’s at Okayama University work part-time at the L-Café.
Okayama University is also training faculty members and increasing IB awareness across the educational
arena by arranging regular IB forums for teachers and students, inviting IB experts to lecture on IB education
and sharing the experiences of ex-IB students from other parts of Japan. With effective planning, proper
student support and understanding, Okayama University aims at providing and developing a positive
academic and social experience for present and future IB students enrolling into the various faculties and
special progams.
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ABSTRACT

Japanese Universities began admitting International Baccalaureate Diploma (IB) students
since 1979. Okayama University was the first national university to accept IB students in
4 faculties and 1 special Matching Program (MP) course without entrance exams. From
2015, all 11 faculties and the MP course welcomed IB students. This report is a step
forward in creating a more IB student friendly university environment, based on IB student
voices. Nine out of 10 IB students took part in the survey. October admissions., the MP
course. low tuition fees, tuition fee waivers, admission with minimum diploma
scores and parent recommendations, were among the main reasons for students to choose
Okayama University. As the academic year in Japan starts from April. IB students enrolled in
October have to take secondary freshman courses before introductory freshman courses, in
the following spring. This disparity led to some students being unable to identify
themselves as neither freshman nor sophomore, and affected their club activities which also
begin in April. IB students who attended Japanese cram schools had no difficulty
understanding Japanese lectures and writing reports in Japanese. Some seemed dissatisfied
with too many text-book oriented lectures instead of experiments and field work. Students
from Japanese 1B schools adjusted faster to university life than returnees. All IB students felt
non-IB students and teachers had little or no knowledge about the IB education system. In
order to encourage IB student university admissions, it is important to understand IB
student needs and develop a strong IB student support system.

Keywords: International Baccalaureate Diploma Program. Super Global
University, Globalization of Japanese Universities.

INTRODUCTION

With the ongoing globalization of Japan, there has been a rapid growth in the
internationalization of Japanese universities. since higher education plays a very important
role in the process of globalization (1). In 2014, the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports. Science and Technology (MEXT), introduced the Super Global Universities
(SGU) project and selected 37 top Universities that have the potential of leading the way
for other universities in the future. Two types of financial aids A and B, were
provided for the reformation of the present university educational system in compliance
with global trends (2). Okayama University was selected under type B, with the aim of
developing into a role model global university, to stimulate cooperation with top world
universities and foster innovative approaches for global competitiveness. The International
Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) is a non-profit organization established in Geneva,
Switzerland in 1968, which introduced an internationally recognized pre-college curriculum
to reform education and nurture global citizens with leadership skills (3-4). In 1979,
MEXT officially recognized the IB diploma



(IBDP) equivalent to Japanese high school graduation (5-6). Okayama University was the
first national university in Japan to accept IBDP students as high school graduates in 4
faculties and 1 special course called the “Matching Program (MP) in 2012, and in all 11
faculties and the MP course from 2015 (7)., without having to take the examinations by the
National Center for University Entrance Examination (NCUE) or any other entrance exams at
Okayama University. The MP course is a four-year bachelor course, which was designed by
Okayama University to meet individual student needs. Students in the MP course. with the
help of an academic advisor, are able to choose subjects freely from most major faculties
(except pharmaceutical, medical and dental faculties) and design a unique and tailor made
course suited to their ambitions. MP course students are given plenty of academic freedom
and are not required to follow the standard set curriculum of each faculty. They also have
greater opportunities to go abroad for short-term study programs or internships. IBDP
students intending to apply for the 4-year bachelor course at Okayama University, are
required to have a minimum full diploma score of 24 for all faculties and the MP course
except for the 6 year medical school, which requires a minimum score of 39 to apply. The
aim of this survey was to obtain views and perspectives of IB students presently enrolled at
Okayama University, in hope of improving the overall university system to efficiently cater
to the needs of IB students and create a more 1B student-friendly academic environment. This
is a report based on questionnaires and one-on-one interviews of IB students presently
enrolled in the different faculties and MP course at Okayama University.

METHODOLOGY

Between April 2012 and October 20135, a total of 10 IBDP students from IB schools in Japan,
Holland, Germany and Singapore were admitted to Okayama University. Eight students (5
male; 3 female) enrolled into the MP course and 2 female students into the Medical School
and Health Science Faculty, Nine IBDP students (5 male:; 4 female) took part in the survey
and were interviewed by student advisors from the Admission Center of Okayama
University. Students were asked a variety of questions ranging from their reasons to choose
Okayama University, their present academic life. their campus life, any existing hurdles, and
things which they felt needed further improvement at Okayama University. in order to better
accommodate 1B students.

RESULTS

The main reasons students gave for choosing Okayama University included, direct university
admission with IBDP scores without having to take the entrance examinations by NCUE and
Okayama University: acceptance of minimum IBDP scores in the MP course; a rare
opportunity for October admissions, which seemed flexible and adaptable particularly for
returnee students graduating overseas in May: the uniqueness of the MP course to choose
subjects freely and study abroad opportunities: low tuition fees. tuition fee waivers. and an
impressive global image of Okayama University obtained through university fairs in Japan
and overseas. A few returnee students stated they were recommended by their parents, who
wished for their foreign-educated children to pursue a career in Japan, and were highly
impressed by the admission policies of Okayama University with regard to IBDP students.
Although October admission and the MP course were major deciding factors to choose
Okayama University, following enrollment in October. some students found it difficult to
adjust to academic and campus life. One of the main reason for dissatisfaction was having to
take the secondary freshman classes first in fall and the introductory freshman courses in the
following spring. Students were confused with the academic overlapping and were unable to



identify themselves as neither freshman nor sophomore. Some IB students were also initially
reluctant to join club activities from October. as they lacked the confidence to keep up with
club members who had already joined in April and had developed ample skills for club
activities. Oppositely. IB students who joined in April with other non-IB freshman students.
did not face any of the above mentioned problems. Besides academic differences. IB students
educated with the IB philosophy. seemed at ease in expressing their opinions freely and
enjoying discussions openly. unlike their Japanese counterparts. who appeared to be
restricted in their expressions and preferred to go with group decisions, rather than stand out
as being opinionated. This difference in thinking sometimes built barriers between some IB
and non-IB students and required time and effort to resolve issues and develop friendships. In
order to narrow this difference, a few IB students felt that Okayama University should take
more initiatives in spreading knowledge about the IB education system and IB students,
among non-IB students and even teachers. who were still unfamiliar with the IB philosophy.
When asked about a lesson they enjoyed most, most IB students mentioned English
communication. Although the level of English was too easy for them, this type of lesson bore
a resemblance to the type of lessons they took in the IBDP program and allowed them to
freely interact with other students and teachers in English.

Regarding other lectures, IB students expressed dissatisfaction with too many text book-
oriented lectures followed by written reports. IB students longed for lessons involving
practical experiences, many experiments and lots of field work. IB students who graduated
from IB schools in Japan, seemed to adjust faster to Japanese University life than returnee [B
students. who had been away from Japan since their early years. Moreover. IB students who
previously attended Japanese cram schools in Japan or overseas, and had also prepared for
the NCUE examinations. did not have difficulty understanding lectures and writing reports in
Japanese. Nevertheless. the system of “memorizing™ still seemed difficult for most IB
students, who were used to “discussion oriented educational approaches™. Presently, senior
IB students are taking the initiative to share their own experiences and are extending their
help to their junior counterparts. and helping them to settle down in their academic and social
lives. The IB student bonding and frequent student interaction has helped many IB students
adjust to university life more readily.

DISCUSSION

The IBDP program is a pre-college curriculum. which offers an internationally recognized
diploma. The aim of this organization is to internationalize secondary school education and
nurture global citizens (3-4). Although the Japanese government has officially recognized IB
Diploma equivalent to Japanese high school graduation since 1979, there is still a long way to
revise the inflexible Japanese education system. which is not yet fully equipped to
accommodate a western designed curriculum. Okayama University was the first national
university in Japan to recognize the importance of incorporating the IB education system into
college education through IB student admissions., since 2012. However, in order to
implement the successful enrollment of IB students into Japanese Universities. it is important
to first understand the fundamentals of the IB education system and the basic characteristics
of IB students. Presently Okayama University faculty members deeply involved in IB
admissions, are making efforts to arrange symposiums and seminars at Okayama University.
by inviting IB teachers, current IB students and ex-IB students from other parts of Japan, to
share their personal IB experiences and raise awareness about the IB education system and IB
philosophies. In addition to encouraging IB admissions every year. it is also important to
form a strong IB student support system at Okayama University, which can enable smooth
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transition of IB students into academic and campus life. Keeping this in mind. Okayama
University has taken active measures to appoint student counsellors whom IB students can
consult for any kind of advice. at their own convenience. The student counsellor also keeps in
touch with currently enrolled IB students through an “IB LINE GROUP™, where various
information and announcements related to IB students are shared. IB students wishing to
contact the student advisor or get in touch with each other can also do so, through this group.
Following admission. IB entrants are encouraged to become a member of this LINE group. in
order for student advisors to be able to provide support on a regular basis, as per student
requirements. In order to create an exclusive international environment, where all Okayama
University students can heighten their linguistic capacities and communication skills through
exchanges with students from all over the world. the university has set up the “L-café” or
Language café. This international space welcomes any student who has an interest in foreign
languages and/or wants to interact with overseas students and teachers in a relaxed
environment. Most IB students at Okayama University work part-time at the L-Café. To
nurture and implement the IB student characteristics developed through IB education, it is
important to modify the present university lessons and encourage further teacher-student
interactions. Okayama University faculty members involved in educational reform are
thoroughly studying the IB assessment criteria and trying to adapt certain 1B methods and
revising the present curriculum, through the actions of several working groups.

CONCLUSION

Finally. in addition to increasing the number of IB student recruitments, it is important to
focus on the motivating factors and the lived experiences of currently enrolled IB students. to
bring a change. Presently, Okayama University is making every effort to help in the smooth
transition of IB students into University. With effective planning, proper student support and
understanding, Okayama University aims to develop and provide a positive academic and
social experience for present and future [B students. Through this report, Okayama
University has taken the first pioneering initiative in giving importance to IB student voices.
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Research Theme
IB Diploma students in Japanese Higher Education: Viewpoints of Faculty
Academic Advisors Hosting IB students

Background

‘The number of IB Diploma students taking admission in Japanese
Universities is on the rise. Presently, Okayama University is playing a
pioneering role in Japan as the only National University admitting IB

Diploma students in all 11 faculties and one special course.

-In order to create a more IB friendly University, Okayama University
Admission Center has set up an “IB Student Support System” to attend to IB
student needs besides academia and create a balanced and harmonious
environment, for IB students, University teachers and other students to
interact in.

Method: Step 1

As a first step, IB student advisors at the Admission Center interviewed most
IB students presently studying at Okayama University.

First Results & Publication

The summary of the report was published in the “International Journal of
Multidisciplinary Academic Research” in 2016 with the title “The
International Baccalaureate Diploma Student Perspective on Student Life at
Okayama University”.

Method: Step 2

As the next step, over a period extending from October 2016 to January 2017,
IB student advisors at the Admission Center interviewed all Academic
Advisors (with permission) in each faculty, where 13 IB student are presently
enrolled. During each interview which lasted between 30 minutes to 1 hour,
Academic Advisors were given a questionnaire with 10 questions (previously
approved at the Admission Center Meeting), and asked about their
experiences with IB students: their advice on how to create a better
environment for IB students and how to encourage IB admissions at
Okayama University. Their valuable answers and comments are presently

being analyzed and being summarized (anonymously) for publication in 2017.



Questionnaire for Teachers/Academic Advisors

1. What did you expect of IB students before they came to your
department?

2. How did it change after you got to know them?

3. What aspects of IB students are impressive to you?

4. What aspects of the IB students are not so impressive to you?

5. How do you think other non-IB students in your department look at
IB students?



6. How are IB students presently doing?

7. Was your department familiar with the IB education system before
enrolling IB students?

8. Would you prefer to have a short briefing about IB education system/
students before IB student enrollment, every year?

9. How can IB advisors /admission center provide assistance with IB
students?

10. Any other suggestions you may have to improve the IB student
admission process and help them settle down?

Thank you for your cooperation!
Admission Center, Okayama University



Japanese Education in the International Baccalaureate (IB) Program at
International Schools in Japan

Background/Aim: The number of IB students seeking admission into
Japanese Universities 1s increasing gradually. Presently, at Okayama
University, there are 13 IB Diploma students enrolled in different faculties.
Besides the special program, the medium of instruction in all faculties is
Japanese. At the undergraduate level, along with other Japanese high school
graduates, IB students are also expected to take lessons, write reports and
make presentations in Japanese. Following discussions with Okayama
University IB student academic advisors and receiving inquiries from
students, teachers and parents from IB schools, regarding the level of
Japanese required at Japanese Universities, a survey was carried out to
explore the different levels of Japanese being studied by IB students at
International Schools throughout Japan.

Method: A questionnaire with 6 closed ended, multiple choice questions was
constructed and approved by Okayama University Admission Center
Members. This survey was carried out during visit by Admission Center
members, to various International Schools (IS) in Japan. This report contains
survey data answered by academic advisors of 8 international schools in
Japan, between September 2016 and February 2017.

Results: Analysis of data obtained from 8 IS revealed that, in IS schools,
students came from various backgrounds (Japanese, returnees, mixed race or
half with one parent Japanese and foreign nationals). Almost 88% of IS offer
both Japanese A and Japanese B courses and only 12% IS offer only Japanese
A. There was no IS included in the survey that offered only Japanese B.
Regarding the type of students who take Japanese A, in 87.5% of IS, Japanese
students of Japanese parents living in Japan took Japanese A. In 50% IS,
“half” students and in 37.5% IS, returnee Japanese students, took Japanese
A. There were no foreign students among the 8 IS, who took Japanese A. With
reference to students taking Japanese B, there were no Japanese students in
any IS taking Japanese B. In 88% IS, Japanese B was chosen by foreign
students and in 63% IS, by “half’ students and in 37.5% IS, by returnee
students. When asked about how IS students choose Japanese A or Japanese
B, 50% IS replied that, it was recommended by their parents, while 37% IS

schools placed students in different levels following language assessment and



13% schools left it to the students choice. When asked whether the level of
Japanese A, was sufficient to study at Japanese Universities, 50% IS replied
it was not, while 37% felt i1t was difficult to say and only 13% felt the level
was enough. In answer to whether students who took Japanese A, were
aiming to study at Japanese universities, 100% IS answered “sometimes”
with the exception of one school, which said this year only, there was an
exception.

Conclusion: There is a growing concern about how much Japanese proficiency
is required to study at the different faculties of Japanese Universities, where
the language of instruction remains Japanese in almost all subjects, with the
exception of International Courses. Results of this survey reveal a certain
trend towards students from a Japanese background choosing Japanese A
and aiming to study at Japanese Universities. However, Japanese B is chosen
by students of various backgrounds including foreign students. Further
survey is necessary to understand and get a clearer picture of actual facts.
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Okayama-Tsukuba Joint Symposium Proposal
Theme: Demystifying IB 1B & A TR T2

Tentative date: Monday, July 11
Speakers: Carol Inugai-Dixon (Tsukuba) - IB
Hiroshi Sato (Tsukuba) - theory
Tsuyoshi Kida (Tsukuba) — practice of MUN  (ffiE[H )
Yoshio Maeda (Okayama) —practice of community-based learning
Caleb Prichard/Tom Fast/John Rucynski (Okayama) —CLIL
Shigeru Sasajima (Toyo Eiwa University) — CLIL
Takashi Kusumi (Kyoto University) — Critical Thinking

Aim: To illustrate connections, similarities, commonalities, of principles and

practices between the IB and current Japanese education

Proposal:

A joint symposium between Okayama University and the University of Tsukuba to
explore the IB in the broad context of changing university admissions criteria in
Japan. It is hoped, through collaborating and connecting a range of perspectives
and expertise related to this context to generate synergy that may open up

pathways for advancing opportunities for future initiatives.
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High School and University Articulation System for IB students
(AR A H v LT 20 < 5 m K ER)

Background/Aim: The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program is
an internationally recognized, comprehensive 2 year course, which prepares
students for admission into Universities, worldwide. Recently, the number of
IB diploma (IBDP) graduates enrolling into Japanese Universities is
gradually increasing. Okayama University is the only National University
which admits IBDP students into all 11 faculties and 1 special course.
Presently, 13 IBDP students are enrolled at Okayama University since 2012
and the number of IBDP students seeking admission into Okayama
University is on the rise. As pioneers in IBDP admissions among Japanese
National Universities, Okayama University Admission Center (IB
admissions) is constantly seeking ways of making Okayama University more
IB friendly, by listening to IB student voices, IB student academic advisors
and through regular consultations with academic advisors at IB schools,
interested in referring students to Okayama University. In this regard, the
IB student advisor at Okayama University Admission Center and 2 student
advisors (from an IB Article 1 school and an International School in Japan),
took the initiative to discuss and find ways of creating a more IB friendly
Japanese University Admission Policy. It is also important to note that 3 out
of the 13 IB students presently enrolled at Okayama University, are students
of the IB schools mentioned above. Originally, a joint presentation at the
upcoming IB Global conference in Yokohama, in March 2017 was planned
which eventually, Okayama University decided to host as an IB educational
forum, on campus.

IB forum details: At first, a common topic was selected and approved by both
IB school advisors and Okayama University Admission Center faculty, during
skype meetings, which also included details about the target audience and
various contents of the forum. The topic was chosen as IB & KZEHBENED
B /IB A£IZ & > THEOKRFEAZEE R, and 3 speakers (1 from the
Article 1 school: 1 from the International School: 1 from Okayama University
Admission Center) were chosen to discuss the topic from their own
perspectives. Japanese was decided as the preferred language of the IB forum

as it would be easier to convey the motive and message behind the IB forum



to a greater audience. During the forum, IB school student advisors discussed
in detail about how their respective students choose a university, what
students and teachers expect of Japanese universities and what 1s presently
lacking, in order create a more IB friendly university. In addition, both
student advisors appreciated the continuous efforts of Okayama University
and the leadership taken by Okayama University to create the best possible
IB student friendly University environment. The 3" and final speaker,
Director of Okayama University Admission Center and Vice President of
Okayama University also talked about efforts to increase the flow of IB
students at Okayama University and their present situation, in addition to
how a part of the IB student assessment system can be incorporated into the
Japanese University admission test process from a global perspective. The 1B
forum had a great response and ended with an interactive HfE 7 — A
prepared by the 15t speaker from the Article 1 IB school.

Conclusion: To bring about any new change with respect to IB admissions,
and enroll students with IB educational backgrounds into Japanese
universities, it is very important to discuss and find out the needs and
requirements of such students and consult with student advisors from
respective IB schools, to create an optimum environment for an IB friendly
Japanese university. Okayama University will continue efforts to strengthen
ties between IB schools, IB students and work in collaboration with other
Japanese Universities towards the globalization and internationalization of

Japanese Higher education in Japan.
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