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CAS: What, Why and How Database
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CAS Outcomes: Establishing Connections forum

Examples of evidence forum

Planning for CAS experiences assignment space

Planning for a CAS experience forum

To be, or not to be CAS Quiz

Discussing CAS experiences forum

31 H : Module 3: Reflections, projects and working with others
® A reflection on reflection. Image database

Reflection in CAS forum

Developing Reflectiveness forum

CAS Project database

Working with others forum

4 B : Module 4: The CAS portfolio, developing and evaluating CAS, and connecting
CAS with the curriculum

® (CAS in our schools Glossary

® CAS procedures: Q&A forum

® (CAS Portfolio Glossary

® Connecting CAS: Ideas bank Glossary



OKAYAMA
iy

FLXRICSIT2ER A HAOLT ARE
BTEDZIFANICDWT

[BlA® FPRIviavtry—

BR 0 e

o B AOLTHIVT

o EAEMLATLRELOME

o BEXRITEHSERYES

° BUALOER HOLPLILTORYES

& FO—siL-FaRA Y= TOSSA

]
0 mesr B/ AOLTIEDVT 0 ke
EpE <HOLT (IB:Imemational Baccalaureate)
I AL TR T SIS RSO 30
« BEANOMMERTERS 2T
B AhaLFiconT ' DFBLELT SEALT, LOZECHBTIAT L BEL, UL HLAR~REDSTNELS
EROEELATLERCNITSTS,
T EEECANTEATATHR (N CSOLT RS OPIESA. APRPAON - L EHETE,
BERWEOTIC
RALIF2LONR,. ERLATHE AASLFHR, BN HOL7ABORSHENE
a a
IBEEDTOYS L 0 mexe Ei/ S HhOLP OIS 4 0 e
o FSATY—AT—Z-TOISLPYP} |1 50085(HM:224)] F4IOT TIOY5h
* IR-PAEHR SO KB TLEND R, 1997 SR E, TREGLANTE DD
- i TEEONELNEER
& IR =-S5 0MYP) [ 3088(H M 14)) PREPCETRERONSER
* MR~ 1HAEHE COLICRBTLEATR 1994ERE, PEIFEONE &SNP
- L (SR iz T A
o Fi7aw-FOr5a(0P)  [3.2008(ER336))
. G- 1R E e, FIT 2%, T . AMR
S (OPYEMMEE B AL T, R 250 AMRER A P THRIE, 1969E0E, FTATOTHE (R EE)
2015 5E BEREBNCILTaTASAY =D F47Q7-TRIILIME, GRAR:RTURA=-028 AL 0K
- oK EE MM A=38 =
o FrUPRATOSFLICR)  [1368(EM: 1)) CASIZA (cAz)
» 1R E RS THE AR A0S M RN, AT AN EHE
4] [ ]




B hAOLT7HEORS [ musr 0 mxe

[/ HOL-7 (1B) 61 The |8 mission)
e thOLT () i ST EnRNE BT ORRERUT, LU AL, AU RIS EREERC LT RRTS, ARG, DR S
YENARERORREANLLTNS,

|BOE T (The I Learmer Profile) BAERVATLARELOBER
WEFIA
HMOBREA,
LEE-7N
JEazH-LandiTELA
BRELDA
HEMA
BUSUDEDA
L8 £
SRV ADERTA
BWOEUFTIBA

FrARRCETONESE 0 e LRI EGTORENE 0 muke

ABGHSTY
FO—rink: SEL. ST ARONE. B ERRADER. 18 B A OB, BEET DG
EFSFREILGRHATERELShSRATED FAH TR
+HTENE-SE MEMERLELTLC
B WD RUNSORN

HIERT R H0IER

TalELS TSN ANCER
LT
MEAELEREDI
BN RRLELPE 260
ERRTSLOORANTES

Bl ATER DL RS
TG AE YR

ZHLARRCEAL ERODH- M SRR T SRR T, AT ST TG, FHOIEEOETE—A—ADFREFREDN, FRABLRIC S5 AL LT, BIEH5, Tam
EARETYMLTOCAER TSR TR TRRORV
LB IE VML Ch BLEEIBETOAL, 231 EHTEBLMN Enasmy

5.
CORANESRNTISS IR EnRNEEETL!

LELUEE I TTT P T - | PETTOET TS T UL TR |
FERRIC A TORERELED 0 muzs FrRRCIC A TOREREL BN/ ChOLT 0 mess
BERY <22 h0IER IBDF TR The |B Learner Profile) REEEITV LD BRRU

E PR Sl 3 LA TR
A BERERWELTI BT A BETEA oS EROAN

Bath NG RRASORS BALTEINR MWAHIA
S EETN L
L=y LaKFTILA
ARG
; —
Jop i MR- MRS RS
| DERA e
¥ BIDBE W
B'iﬁ:xln-san-u S R AR ety ARG (ELazr—ar®a)
S RN i : REEAN AT RBENIA
8 1]
BN (2T -say ) SRS BESETIBA haiannrc-on
it b E AR Les e WBLTHERN
L DT T P T - | L - [ ]



0 mexr

B/ shOLP—BRICEHAMEA— [ muse

BaICEITZMY s

EFS ChOL7RRERO#EM

[ muexr

HARL SIS (20135 L08) T aTEEm

LOLT-3—2BA

+ DPHEEBAERSAMOCNA FLMNRELS

+ BREAROLLOME
. AEARANELE > SEMOP(F PRS00 - S A S LB
- BABEGEODT- T TSREE SHEQUIEITERE TRNTR

+ ERRHERER I LORR

o IEEE OO FE SN

¢ AELFEEAN AN

[ ke

FA7AT-TOISLAREL<N)

FRE2ER (1 L
T
P /
.f/ ' / \ |"I
| 1 ]
\ AR \ 14 A ) | B
/ \
- - N

FEEARNAT.
PP, MYP (i - il
HR0EE

HIesn
TG IIE1038

BILREOEE: NEHII—A1TOT5L

2018 (FEIE)ET
e =S

PP MR
BLL I ERUSTDS
arsLT2008

FILKXSEOEBR/ SHOLPICOVWTORYES

p &2
b
RS
A
5 2

B
FO—/Yb- T4 A0 —- TS L(GDP)

o ISk
TP R A A SR

AT B b

TuF LI TO75 50— seenanrraste
L3

WECASERUS B o

o
SOFEAR TEXFLAR A 0 e
-}




KRS 0IBA~ DI YA DR 0 mexr B HOLP ARBADOERN/2] [ e
o ROEBRITE205R) oORVEH
® B CHOLPORARE. RAAE- 5L PRTESHE T " 10 (2. iR
* SRPLERHNTLTARRE .8 MPI-2 . P amaEr s . —
o - M —A .
o ZHUBITORYIEH ‘ ‘ AT l aesy
. STOREENTRIAD -
e Amasm wi4sm
o SFHM A —GL T, BN OOLTREEXSNTCESTRVELOME SBATAM SBAAM i) SHARAY N
* BOIFEATROMN AMEROERNR~TL
. ER-XPRRWEAEH PG S TDT 2 2 TG
o PN ARRAARR, T I ANBR e
o \FFORREHEERN
a
EFg/ <h0L7 AR BADHB[2/2] 0 s B ChOL 7 AR O@E 0 e
ENFE FNFE ABRDRArsia—)
(RN T B0, I () AREDE MR AESHEW)
(64, 38, B8, T, MURELT M), PR SRBRIL NAORSEADRPOEOCSALEBOPE TASHRIL A ASEELTER
MEI—3 MPI—L
AsEk g MEROIBE - R 1SR FEN
10AAFAL TFE vy = . :
‘ oy ‘ R FOd WABEELTES B OMMERE B WIRRABAS)
SRR ? TR ? SADBSMMERFEE DO ARIFO— - Tt U= FOF Jabs)
SHAFAL NPT LLEE 31 o THRRELT HEEBIWRT SR it
TRAEAFA -
HTRERE :EA?{%;EJ:: 108 A% (GDPD)
Emow BRI RUL S, RRINO ST AT
BRI 5 BIRS L, DPTURE) 100 B (11 R
ERBANR, BPEEFH HI600TEELT). TOMLRTEFA, HMSRFES, 0PRE) OzEE A AN TRERCOERINE, P A
a
B hOLT AEORE 4AAE 0 mexe B/ SHOLT AEORE 10A A 0 mexs
0 GEIBIPTLINE IeRITH.
ATETEOARNE 201 TS REOPEE R 901 TR HOATE &
WTREREERE ANTRY EMRRE PIRESHAERE
[ A
.. ‘ 8- @ ® Y
2 BEEE WABE i A AR ik
(SHMEMEN) ENRE RRE LT TR (11 R m annE
apRE ongs (e ERRE ARFRITR
BlERE
=]




EiE hOL 7 AR ORE [ muxe 2018548 AR DIBAROREH % [ me
AR HEREIE (RIS — R S L B HROH)
EmNRDA 1. WSH0 T R4 TEMSShEET TIBRCRTIE
TFI, R, AL AR SEN. TR RUAT RN PR, S0 PR - TES 3L 2 D SRULT ARBMILEN T, ADTR IS TR
aEER - =W DRMAS 58I IEL, MRS AL EOW,
FRVR RN SR el RELROPE-SH-MN BRCHOTE U FORYETS,
SRR RRIEEER, (AR, (PR RIS SV, R
EXMAESFINCLY BEL. RRFECAE LG BRGEEFRCLYESL, HLUTRROEY L LOE,
RHEREN B L mR _ WD S F A O PO B
HEEREFEPE- PRI APROEHC T FummL, L, FURBL, HL I%1°5
JPTINUC LN, RECNEABL EOEENEDEATEA,
FeOTAN . LT T TauELmEL.
neLTl i = B
20185108 A2 DIBARDREF % 0 s EBREUORENE /3] 0 ke
IR (I S — e Mok B ED) [ rurRAAS BRAR A ]
1. WR-hOLF el L= . LS S bl ) AxTH | mBA FIREAHLALLE]
| 1 | { i
ok FERNBARENG | mFA IR
2 EmReSHOLT LT S AT IG5 T ~PAHgher LvalNC 2 AL, BEIRIP AL E DR Lol v : ey | Fa= RS IMERAGE
[ T T | EEaLanE
o Erm BYRIERI-R) | BFA S FIESIEEHLE LR AR E
e P i < #7061 RN T LT
W FAR =TT T ek iyt g o 1
BEARESFIH_ZUEL, BRFENLERL, B EFRCLVERL, HLTRRFROLLE, 32, BBEIRM LLFTING | 3avan IR AP, WS S28E BAUE ‘3;51“90“-
LaRLAE, RRiniBRL EOEEMEOANTIN, Eom a0 (BN aE ;l:‘—*;!ﬂu:ﬁu:iust!u¢mmn; THYAE
EWMEBAOEERE [2/3] 0 mozr EBRBEHOREME (3/3] 0 e
: ‘z: FAENE | T WEYIHE Frr Ty mzvauR ]
T | 2 | |
. MRS TR NLEMABLLL) |
| mari | : Y MR A (AR i e S | | |
. L2 | BERA, R F LI AR ) | PP
- L | o Lot st |mars ey L £ AR5 L R R MF SR 0
[ mERTH | [ WE R r L MB IARED o Gl 1
| | [ MR G, MG BURT (Eor IR
|Erm jams [ BEAESRrHRGCO R A | . |05 AESLEL TN (EMEEI RSN
| | | }
B 5L LR THL AR ES AR GL)) RUREY
| Wy e by | [ epon
| PR [HLAE LR LA | | mamETEE EFDESLALLELE
! 15m [ mRmTY | & A Iy | | WL T SRS INERURS (550~ BONE
EFLORTH [ 19 DAL TRURT AL ER SR | | mym | rmmnsn BEA e SHEL AN LRI T (ki
’ . . . . @ il ) Fi- FOUHI LA S GIE (M2 E) o




B ASHOLT ARSREEAFEOKS 0 rmexr ER S HOLPARICEDFPIELENR [ muse
g 2 IO e A3 | Ememes
TR 2012 13% 14 158 166 175% ait WIE | TAMPI-Z) s
EMa 1 1 i ] 13 7 43 2IFI0A | 1 AMPI—2) ESBEEH. KPNREEY, TR MEETRE, WP
SHRER 1 1 H [ 1 16 a7 WIAEION | ) AIMPI-2) 2%
Ansim 1 (] 0 2 H 7 15 WL | TAEFHEETH) I AEPERETH)
SAMES=2), FER T T
WA | I A(EEEERER], IACTFEL
. TAMIRT RS, 2AMPI—2)
0B AEIMPI—A, FO—riL- Fr AR U —-FO¥ 3 4.6DP) 7R U\:x;,?)\tf‘}.).uﬁ*a&#h}. MBI
AP #
il 20038 1 158 165 17 it EYS
THaE 3 4 8 a @) 19+{4) HFEW | 20A EFEEFH. EPRERFHMPI-L
g A s i 5 PP atiofois | AFEENOA LT RENOA
P 1 3 3 0 () 7+(0) L e e e
01 ST
=] -]
B/ hOLTET £2ANEH 0 e iR/ hOLTET £ER AN 0 rkr
AR DB Y
. BofeE 3
L=ZBUANDLOEEEN Y,
SARMENTZFOITLS (. EXFELASHERT,
B ShOLTE T £~ O B L EEAD I B, PERERER A M B R,
FEEDEMAL BPN, TTaz - BT E N L BRI
BNEEDEAERATHL BRICENSTO— U AR OO HRNE
REFAMELTRAIAE ERESAOLTHT S oEER
TRV AL - CRR BT R - S ER
IBEF - RENR AN, RBRR-MAKD, D3a=f—2a t-:ﬂ:u
. A
i, BN OB Ao —Sald TR NS BEA UNES I —T
FERIT—EHET )
SANFRNTRR) LOESE
-] -]
Ia—rb-F4 AR —-FasS s [ munr FRIyaviiys— O muxe
TEELI AT AT ARER - REIEARLL AW ST A TRIONSS RS~
e FO— i feFa A0 — O BL AL TR o MEMmE-4a
s 2K - | ® O FA U — FOSATE. RS RSB E R L -RENL, BEEAORRYSRLL SAURAL
oo R M TSR A R TPL L EORDE R URLEBBEL DD, (28-S TR~ RET- DL RMBE Y UL BULET, P8
e || R A SERI o e Eahny. AL Tw 5L BUKL ol
BRI B EEP WIS TOR SRR BAL L, MR T TRt S HEL LY.
|V i * FORHFMAT TSI IS FAEALT. B FEAWNTE. FRBSHE
LM BYRG T, RELAR IS S BN SRS SET 308, HACHITHECREARRCRGTEHER
LEF. CRGORREALT, MHMLAL SR LT TR SR S — S DRI i SRS, TO— it
RONENRRCANTIZ AN ARLAT,
e HHDAH
o SELEAGHAASAL MRERSCARTIEBAN A
RS A B e s T LT B St BTN
* MALEHUTIAS IS AEELENTS, BV HL Y SR RN ER DA
]




GDPD AR 0 moxr F42H8) —AB (RRTHER: BREARSN) OBBRAR el
pop PA-EF S Ll
A my FEMARBTORS
GOPEMAM 304 EMAHOLPAR HFA Faah—A@ WA
R AN ORE g o -HATOT—LET- SIS, B TROL NN TOREN
wCI0R A 2220 LOMA ALY -0 SRR EROEREY S TR TR R~
i IEMEEH Y SO EEE
RRELTSE R S Eme
108 A A SRADTRERNTRTO6 N EORTHE
LB AENEAYLE

F4Ah ) — AR (—BE:BRAE5N) OERBAE

[ muexr

08, LELSTINET

SHERCLIN - XRREARLACHL. BARBICLIR S XKL WR

WREATRESEETORAL, —E-

0 muke

BIRE SRR OIL S, FRCHYTSENEM,
BOAREL. BRY. IS ss— L e ML TRIET S AN

ZOFOFFATOREL

EEINIED
WEEE RO RATED
BERINTLANES
BERRS

LD R Etis ]
BEERTE Y
WERD
WOEazér—tanl

B DU H T SIEN,

THEBHYNEITENELE,



Comparing International Baccalaureate and Japanese High School Education

Mahmood Sabina *, Satake Kyousuke, lizuka Masaya, Tanaka Katsumi, Ueda Ichiro,
Ishii Ichiro, Tahara Makoto

Okayama University, Admission Center, 2-1-1, Tsushima Naka, Kita Ku, Okayama 700-
8530, Japan Tel: +81-86-251-7284; Fax: +81-86-251-7197

Abstract

The International Baccalaureate Diploma (IBDP) is equivalent to a high school
qualification. Presently there are 26 IBDP students at Okayama University of whom 5
belong to the Medical Faculty and additional 6 are joining in April 2018. Following
feedback from IB students and Academic Advisors regarding difficulties in taking classes
at University, a study was designed to observe an equal number of lessons at both IB
schools (IBS) and Japanese High schools (JHS) in grades 10-12, to compare teaching
methods and ways of student learning. Biology classes were observed in 5 Japanese High
Schools in Okayama Prefecture and 5 IB Schools around Japan. The biggest difference
observed, was the class size; (37-40) at JHS versus (2-16) at IBS, which provided more
opportunity for discussions and interactions between the teacher and students at IBS.
The next difference was cultural. At IBS, students were encouraged to voice their opinion
freely and actively engage in class, whereas at JHS, classes were lecture oriented and
the Japanese culture of listening more, expressing less and speaking when spoken to,
was very prominent. Lastly, IBS prepares students for admission into Universities
worldwide whereas, the JHS education system 1is targeted at scoring high on the entrance
exam to enter Japanese Universities. So students are assessed mostly on their academic
skills rather than other skills. In JHS, the teacher has the responsibility to provide tailor-
made lessons, whereas at IBS, the responsibility lies mainly on the student while the
teacher acts as a guide and resource for students to explore.



Title

Nurturing International Mindedness by increasing IB
Admissions: A 6-year Experience at a National University

Abstract

Okayama University is a National University in Japan which
recognizes the IB Diploma and accepts IB students without
imposing admission tests, since 2012. This talk will focus on the
positive experiences of hosting IB students, highlighting IB
student voices, experiences of IB academic advisors and
University Admission officers, in initiating international
mindedness among other students and faculty. The majority of IB
students presently enrolled at Okayama University include many
Japanese Nationals, who have brought with them a mindset to
think beyond Japanese cultural norms and be more open to
cultural diversity. These students have shown that it is not the
person’s nationality or mother tongue that makes him or her more
international minded but their education. IB education appears to
have influenced their take on any issue with a more worldly
approach. IB students tend to create a learning environment and
encourage other students to form a community of learners. They
also value the experience of others. This new trend of learners has
influenced the University’s decision to increase IB admissions, so
that IB students can build a career in dJapan and also
internationalize the Japanese society by encouraging local
students to think globally from their own home ground.



Session Goal

The wultimate goal of this session is to share the positive
experiences of hosting internationally minded IB students and
encouraging the development of a more proactive and smooth
transition of IB Diploma students into Japanese Higher Education.
This session will highlight IB student voices, experiences of IB
academic advisors and University Admission officers, at a
Japanese National University.

Presenter Biography

Dr. Sabina Mahmood did her PhD. from Okayama University
Medical School. Presently, she is an Associate Prof. at the
Admission Center (IB admissions) and teaches at Okayama
University Medical School. She is also the IB advisor for all IB
students studying at Okayama University. Her journey at
Okayama University began as a foreign student and continued as
a professional educator. As a faculty member involved in Global
Admissions, and through interactions with IB students, parents
and IB school advisors, she has gathered knowledge and
experience to establish an IB friendly, international minded
University environment in Japan.



IB DP Admissions at a National
University in Japan
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Okayama University Initiatives towards IB Admissions

. We started as early as 2012
. We do not impose any kind of admission tests.
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the IB way of education into University education
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Initial Difficulties faced by IB students

P Lecture based classes with no discussions

P Concentrating in big classrooms with many
students

P Writing reports in Japanese

> Understanding technical terms in Japanese

P Not allowed to use an electronic dictionary

p Lackofe cation and discussion with
teacher

P Club activities are too stressful

How do we interact with our IB students?
One-on-one interviews

SNS: IB LINE Message group

@

edical English Group/ PBL group

Nursing English Group

2

Results of Survey

. Lack of understanding of the IB education system.

. Unrealistic expectations of IB students

3. Unfamiliarity with overseas admission policies with
gard to age at admission, language requirements, IB

credit transfers.

. Not recognizing the IB Diploma and imposing admission

tests.

. Japanese Private Universities providing offers similar to

overseas Universities are given priority over Japanese

National Universities, irrespective of the high costs

involved.

IB Student reasons for choosing Okayama University

1. Dees not require the National Center Test

2. R i the 1B dipl without i any other tests
3. Can apply to most faculties with documents only
4.
5.

Offers Spring and Fall admissions
Can apply to all faculties with an IB score of 24%
. National University with low tuition fees; global image

7. Overall cost of living in Okayama is cheap

8. Near to my/parents hometown

9. Strongly r ded by IB fent Advisors/ Parents
10. Many opportunities to study abroad

sExzopt the §-yesr Madical School Ceurse which recuires an 1B Diploena Score of 38

Survey on IB Admission

at o surviey anonyminsly with o

#) What are your ions of J; National Universities?

WWhat are some disappeinting aspects of Admission policies at Japanese
Naticnal Univorsities?

) What are your suggestions for improving the existing Admission policies?

d) What are the repsons behind |B students choosing Foreign Universitios over
Jupanese Universities?

#)What are the reasons behind 1B stud h Private Universities over
Mational Universities in Japan?
Conclusion from Survey Results

1. Multiple approaches are necessary by Japanese Universities
Yo date IB student

~Balancing the needs of IB students with the expectations of
University teachers is very important.

8. Further surveys and interviews depicting a realistic picture
are necessary in order to create an IB friendly Japanese
University



IB education is the path to International Mindedness

Okayama University Initiatives to nurture International Mindedness

Thank you for your attention!
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Efforts towards creating an International Baccalaureate student friendly

Japanese National University

Background: The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma program is a standardized
international curriculum equivalent to a third year high school qualification. The number
of IB students applying to Japanese Universities is increasing every year. Okayama
University is a Super Global National University which recognizes the IB diploma
(IBDP) and has been admitting IB students into the undergraduate course without
imposing any admission tests, since 2012. As of October 2017, 26 IBDP students from
IB schools in Japan and abroad, have enrolled in 11 faculties and one special course.
Okayama University has not only been a pioneer in IB admissions but has a solid IB
student support system and is also taking great initiatives to create IB awareness, through
IB research and faculty education. Previously, two research papers on IB student voices
about University life and IB student Academic Advisor interviews on IB student
academic life and adjustments following admission, have already been published. This
research is the last step in summarizing opinions and suggestions of IB college counselors
with regard to IB admissions, with the hope of creating a more IB friendly Japanese
University based on IB student needs. Method: Twenty college counselors from
International Schools and First Article schools in Japan, were asked to fill out a survey
anonymously, with regard to the following questions. a) What are your expectations of
Japanese National Universities? b) What are some disappointing aspects of Admission
policies at Japanese National Universities? ¢) What are your suggestions for improving
the existing Admission policies? d) What are the reasons behind IB students choosing
Foreign Universities over Japanese Universities? ¢) What are the reasons behind IB
students choosing Private Universities over National Universities in Japan? Results of
Survey: Lack of understanding of the IB education system leading to unrealistic
expectations of IB students, was a major concern among all college counselors. Next,
unfamiliarity with overseas admission policies with regard to age at admission, language
requirements, IB credit transfers and subsequent recognition of the IB Diploma were also
reasons why IB students opted for foreign Universities over Japanese Universities. Finally,
Japanese Private Universities which try to provide offers similar to overseas Universities
are given priority over Japanese National Universities by many IB students and parents,
irrespective of the high costs involved. Conclusion: Multiple approaches are necessary
by Japanese Universities to accommodate and welcome IB students, who come from a
very international educational background which is quite different from Japanese High
School education. Balancing the needs of IB students with the expectations of University
teachers who are eager to admit IB students for the Internationalization of Japanese
Universities, can only be achieved through surveys and interviews which convey a
realistic picture of what actions need to be taken create an IB friendly Japanese University.
Keywords: Japanese Higher Education, International Baccalaureate, Internationalization
of Japanese Universities
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The number of International Baccalaureate (IB) students applying to Japanese Universities
is increasing. Okayama University is a Super Global Japanese National University which
started IB admissions since 2012 and presently, has 36 IB students in 11 faculties and 1
special program. Through IB student support, IB research and conducting surveys, Okayama
University is aiming to become an IB friendly University. Twenty college counselors from
International Schools and First Article schools in Japan, filled out a survey anonymously,
regarding the following topics; expectations of Japanese National Universities;
disappointing aspects of Japanese National University Admission policies; suggestions to
improve existing admission policies; reasons behind IB students choosing Foreign
Universities over Japanese Universities or choosing Private Universities over National
Universities, respectively. Lack of understanding of the IB education system, leading to
unrealistic expectations of IB students, was a major concern among all college counselors.
Unfamiliarity with overseas admission policies regarding age at admission, language
requirements, IB credit transfers and recognition of the IB Diploma, led IB students to opt
for foreign Universities. Finally, Japanese Private Universities with admission policies
similar to overseas Universities, offering a wide range of study options, are prioritized over
National Universities, irrespective of high tuition fees. Multiple approaches are necessary to
become an IB-friendly University. A clear understanding of the IB education system which is
very different from Japanese High School education, is essential. Okayama University is
making every effort towards balancing the needs of IB students with the expectations of
Japanese University teachers to become more IB friendly.

Key words: International Baccalaureate, Japanese National University, Admission Policies
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INTRODUCTION

The International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) is a non-profit organization which was
established in Geneva, Switzerland in 1968, and which introduced an internationally
recognized pre-college curriculum to reform education and nurture global citizens with
leadership skills (Hill and Saxton, 2014). Japan’s initiative to internationalize its young
generation and prepare them for a more competent globalized world, can be best achieved
through higher education reform (Yonezawa 2015). In 1979, the Japanese Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT), officially recognized the
International Baccalaureate Diploma (IBDP) program equivalent to Japanese high school
graduation. In 2014, MEXT, introduced the Super Global University (SGU) project and selected
37 top Universities to receive financial aid for the reformation of their present university
educational system, in compliance with global trends (Iwasaki 2013 and Sanders 2018).
Okayama University was selected, with the aim of developing into a role model global
university, stimulating cooperation with top world universities and fostering innovative
approaches, for global competitiveness. Okayama University was the first National University
in Japan, to establish the IBDP admission policy in which, IB students were exempted from the
National University Entrance Examination or any other written exams, for admission into the
undergraduate course. From welcoming its first IB student in 2012, to presently hosting 36 IB
students in 11 faculties and 1 special program, Okayama University has come a long way
towards building an IB friendly National University in Japan. With a strong IB student support
system, faculty education and extensive research on the IB education system (Mahmood 2016,
Mahmood 2017) to familiarize IB in Japanese Higher Education, Okayama University is
considered a pioneer in IB admissions among other Japanese National Universities. Through
regular visits to IB schools at home and abroad, Okayama University has also formed a friendly
network with IB school college counselors (CC), who play a very important role in the smooth
transition of IB graduates into higher education. This research survey is a part of an initiative
to summarize the suggestions and opinions of CC regarding the difficulties IB students face
with University admission policies and Japanese education systems, and find ways to reform
present admission policies, based on IB student needs.

SURVEY METHOD
This research study used a survey method. Participants of this survey included 20 college
counselors (CC) from various International Schools and First Article schools in Japan. The
purpose of the survey was explained to each CC in advance and all CC were reassured that
names of IB schools and CC would be kept strictly confidential, and would not be revealed
anywhere in the document. Individual surveys were collected via email, over a period of 6
months between October 2017 and March 2018.

Instrument: Survey Questionnaire

The questionnaire was divided into 5 major questions where CC were given the liberty to
express their opinions freely, and were encouraged to give actual facts, that would help the
survey be more transparent and form the main crux of this research. No Likert-type scale used
to summarize each response. Rather than statistical significance, this survey aimed at
summarizing responses by experienced CC who had real experiences with IB student
admissions at Japanese and Foreign Universities.

SURVEY FINDINGS
In the first question, CC were asked about the kind of IB admission policies that IB students,
parents and CC expect from Japanese Universities. (Table 1). Almost 100% CC emphasized the
need to abolish Center Tests as admission requirements for IB Diploma graduates. Every CC
expressed concern that, if only Japanese University Admission policy makers had a good
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understanding of the IB program before admitting IB students, they would ask for more
unreasonable IB Diploma scores and individual IB subject scores. About 80% CC hoped that not
only English based programs but, all University faculties would accept IB graduates, recognize
the 1B Certificate, have clear and concise guidelines, be more transparent about IB admissions
and provide conditional offers based on predicted scores. In addition to the above, about 50%
CC emphasized the need for a good IB student support system, a “One stop application system”
like UCAS in the UK, proper assessment of IB scores and CAS, and a clearer understanding of
the “critical thinking and discussion skills” of IB students. Last but not least, many CC
encouraged Universities to offer accommodation for IB students and assure campus safety,
which was often a big deciding factor particularly for parents of IB students who lived abroad.

Table 1 Suggestions for IB-friendly Japanese National University Admission Policies

Expectations Fulfilled by Okayama University

No Center Test or additional Tests for IB Students
Recognize the IB Diploma as an entrance qualification
All Faculties accept IB graduates

Reasonable IB Diploma score requirements
Reasonable scores for individual IB subjects

IB student support system

Good understanding about the 1B

Clear and concise guidelines

Transparent Admission policies

Condition offers based on predicted scores

Campus safety

Understanding “critical thinking and discussion” skills
Proper assessment of [B scores and CAS
Accommodation for all IB students

Transfer of IB credits

One stop application system like UCAS in UK
Recognize the IB certificate

REXEHKHKAEN NRNRNN NNANN

#% Changes Okayama University is still trying to make
X Changes that Okayama University cannot make alone as a National University

In question 2, CC were asked about some disappointing aspects of Japanese University
Admission policies, which they have come across in the past (Table 2). Most CC felt that
Medical schools across Japan, demand too high IB Diploma scores (39-42) as a minimum
requirement for application. In addition, lack of understanding of the IB education system, the
IB Diploma course and the IB scoring system by University Admissions, were ongoing hurdles.
A few CC expressed disappointment about some Universities that divided IB students based on
passports, which caused confusion among IB students coming from intercultural backgrounds
and having two passports. Another, very unrealistic, almost impossible requirement that IB
students were often asked to meet was, taking all or most subjects in higher level (HL),
particularly Mathematics. Other dissatisfactions included, unclear language requirements,
complicated admission policies, unnecessary document requirements, inconvenient
application timing for IB students (during IB exams), strict age requirement of 18 years at
admission (as some IB graduates are much younger) and inflexible conditional offers with little
or no knowledge of IB admissions worldwide.
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Table 2 Disappointing aspects of Admission Policies at Japanese National Universities

Disappointments Revised by Okayama University

Too high diploma scores such as “42” as admission requirement
Insufficient or no understanding about the IB

Lack of understanding about the IB diploma scoring system
Dividing students based on passports

Unrealistic expectations of IB Students

Unclear Japanese language requirements

Accepting Mathematics in HL only

Too complicated Admission policies

Inconvenient application periods for IB Students

Inflexible conditional offers

Unfamiliar with overseas admission policies

Age requirement at admission 18 years or older

MK NNNNNNNNN

2% Changes Okayama University is still trying to make
X Changes that Okayama University cannot make alone as a National University
HL: Higher Level;

For question 3, CC were asked to give their valuable suggestions regarding ways to improve
the existing IB Admission Policies at Japanese Universities (Table 3). Suggestions from CC
included, making clearer IB admission guidelines, specifying subjects required in HL or
standard level (SL), educating university faculty about the IB, adding interviews for students
with IBDP scores of 24 or less, allowing smooth transfer of IB credits, providing incentives for
IB students with a diploma score of over 40 (such as scholarships or fee waivers), having fixed
IB diploma score requirements for each faculty and acknowledging the fact that there is a
difference between the Japanese dual language and full English IB programs.

Table 3 Suggestions for improving existing Admission Policies at Japanese National Universities

Suggestions Revised by Okayama University
Clearer Admission Guidelines vl
Clearer specifications of subjects required in HL or SL %)
Train faculty about 1B admissions 1|
Interview IB students for IB diploma scores of 24 **A

Clearer distinctions between the Full English and the Dual Language IB
Allow transfer of IB credits

Incentives for students with IB diploma scores 40 or above

Fixed IB diploma score requirements for each Faculty

One stop application system like UCAS for all IB students

LRl 4

¢ Changes Okayama University is still trying to make
X Changes that Okayama University cannot make alone as a National University
HL: Higher Level; SL: Standard Level; **Dept. of Education and the Medical School require interviews

In answer to question 4 regarding which factors affect the choice of Foreign Universities over
Japanese Universities among students (Table 4), CC listed about 10 main differences between
Foreign and Japanese Universities which led to IB graduates choosing foreign universities over
national universities. They included, English being the language of instruction, family influence,
better job opportunities abroad, tuition fee waivers and attractive scholarships, worldwide
university reputation, diversity of student body, college education similar to the IB,
compatibility of college academic year starting dates with the IB, flexibility of academic choices
and vast research opportunities, respectively. However, CC also mentioned 3 major factors
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why some IB students and parents preferred Japanese National Universities, which included
over all costs, overall safety and licensed professions in Japan.

Table 4 Why IB students choose Foreign Universities over Japanese National Universities

FU JNU
Language of instruction: English Japanese
Family Influence Parents are foreigners Parents are Japanese
Overseas Job Opportunities Better Fewer
Tuition Fee waivers/ For Students with high DP score Difficult
Scholarships
University Reputation Worldwide In Japan only
Diverse student body All Universities Depends on location
IB-like education Similar Completely different
Academic choices Vast Limited
Research opportunities Vast Depends on University
Overall cost Very Expensive Reasonable
Overall safety Variable Very safe
Licensed job opportunities Very Limited Many in Japan

FU: Foreign University; JNU: Japanese National University; DP: diploma Program

Finally in answer to the final question regarding which factors affect the choice of Private
Universities over National Universities (Table 5), CC listed 8 main differences. They included,
lesser requirement of academic competency, vast choices of classes in English, absence of
entrance exams in most private universities, active alumni network, globalized admission
policies, campus environment, extensive size of international programs and many English
speaking faculty. The two major reasons for choosing national universities over private
universities was the overall cost and greater possibilities of getting employment at Japanese
local and multinational companies.

Table 5 Why IB students choose Private Universities over Japanese National Universities

PU JNU
Academic competency Easier Tough
English programs Vast Few
Entrance exam None /Easier Difficult
Alumni network Very active Passive
Globalized admission policy Very similar Very different
Campus environment Many foreign students Limited foreign students
Size of International programs Extensive Limited
English speaking faculty Many Few
Research opportunities Vast Depends on University
Overall cost Very Expensive Reasonable
Licensed job opportunities Very Limited Many in Japan
FU: Foreign University; JNU: Japanese National University;

DISCUSSION

In order to become IB friendly, University representatives cannot overlook the important role
of college counselors (CC), who have infinite knowledge about colleges all over the world,
including admission processes, application deadlines, entrance requirements, University
Courses, percentage of acceptances, housing, dorms and extracurricular activities. They are
also very well informed about IB student capabilities, weaknesses, grades, parent’s
expectations and the financial situations of individual IB student families. Their multiple
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activities include arranging university visits, recommending students to universities,
counseling students, and providing the best possible University options that students can
choose from. Their knowledge about student backgrounds and student characteristics, enables
them to make important recommendations appropriate for each student.

In the present survey, all CC were disappointed with the fact that many Japanese Universities
do not recognize the IB Diploma as a qualification for college entrance, and additionally
imposes the Center Test or other entrance exams. Since the IB Diploma is an internationally
recognized certification, accepted by most universities worldwide, it is only natural that
Japanese Universities aiming to internationalize (Ninomiya et al, 2009) should consider such
important admission qualifications (Yamamoto et al 2017). Okayama University stands out in
Japan, as one of the very few National Universities, following global University trends, and
accepting IBDP students without imposing any kind of admission tests. This is because
Okayama University has a clear understanding of the IB Diploma Program. Regarding setting
reasonable IB Diploma scores as a requirement for admission and recognizing the IB
Certificate, the minimum IB Diploma score requirement to apply at Okayama University has is
24, in 10 out of 11 faculties. Besides that, the special program “Discovery Program for Global
Learners” (Discovery 2018) accepts both IB certificates and the IB Diploma. Even though the
admission guidelines at Okayama University are clear and concise, Okayama University
regularly receives feedbacks from IB schools, students, parents and CC through networking,
and updates and simplifies admission policies to accommodate IB students, which includes
providing better conditional offers and accepting predicted scores. Okayama University is the
only University in Japan, which has a unique support system for IB student entrants, consisting
of an IB advisor, who keeps in touch with IB students, listens to their voices, caters to IB
student needs and connects IB students to the University as a whole. Feedback from IB
students, CC and parents have been very positive towards this effort and Okayama University
intends to continue strengthening this support system, which is helping to bridge the gap
between IB student expectations towards the university and the University expectations of IB
students. In this survey, the biggest disappointment regarding Japanese University Admission
policies for IB admissions from CC, seemed to be the lack of understanding of the IB education
system. In order to accommodate students from a completely different educational
background, it is necessary that University Admission policy makers know clearly about the
IBDP curriculum, the difference between IB subjects taken in HL and SL, IB assessment
methods, IB scoring systems, exam timings and age at graduation of the IB Diploma. Therefore,
it is very important for Japanese Universities, to pay close attention to the suggestions put
forward by CC and try to solve such problems. Since 2012, Okayama University has been
educating faculty through attending and arranging IB educational conferences and workshops,
publication of IB research papers (Mahmood 2017), networking with IB college counselors and
learning hands on from enrolled IB student experiences (Mahmood 2016). With this proactive
attitude, and through ongoing discussions feedbacks from surveys, Okayama University is
making every effort to cater to the needs of IB students. Nevertheless, as a National University,
and abiding by rules set forth by MEXT, there are limitations to the changes that can be made
immediately, but continuous efforts are being made to improve admission policies in favor of
IB students.

According to CC, foreign universities worldwide have a better understanding about the IB
education system, offer scholarships and fee waivers based on IB student merit, and offer a
wider variety of subject options and research opportunities (Bergeron 2015 and Conley 2014).
While this seems a very lucrative choice for IB students in Japan aiming to work overseas, it
can also be very expensive for parents of IB students who are completely dependent on private
funds. Moreover, student safety issues and parental desires for their children to become
licensed professionals in Japan, divert student minds towards Japanese Universities. IB
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students who decide to pursue their higher education in Japan, need to choose between a
National and Private University. Although Private Universities are expensive compared to
National Universities, IB students who are financially secured, tend to go towards Private
Universities for their globalized admission policies, extensive size of International programs, a
large number of English speaking faculty, and in some cases, less requirement of academic
competency or absence of entrance exams. However, some IB students and parents think
National Universities are more credible institutions, focused on learning, with very low tuition
fees and provide a wider platform for better job opportunities at local Japanese and
multinational companies.

CONCLUSION

The IB education system is still very new in Japan and quite different from the traditional
Japanese high school education system. For many years, Japanese National Universities have
hosted a majority of undergraduate students who were mainly Japanese high school graduates.
The few foreign students who came from a different educational background and enrolled into
undergraduate programs, were expected to adapt to the existing Japanese University education
system. However, when IB admissions into Japanese National Universities took off, it was not
about just going global, but it also meant a better understanding of a different kind of an
international educational system. Okayama University is leading the way as a pioneer for IB
student admissions at Japanese National Universities. Although many changes need to come
into effect to become more IB friendly, Okayama University will continue efforts to revise IB
admission policies and encourage other National Universities to follow suit.
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Interpretation of IB learner profile characteristics among students in
Japanese Super Global High Schools

Background: The International Baccalaureate (IB), offers a continuum of
international education with the aim of developing global leaders with
intercultural understanding and respect. In order to foster globalized leaders
who can play active roles on the International stage, in 2009, the Japanese
government decided to provide financial and supervisory support to 56
Japanese High Schools nationwide, namely, Super Global High Schools (SGH).
Aim: The aim of this research was to find characteristics which are common
in both IB and SGH students and also characteristics which vary due to
different educational approaches. Survey Method: Since the IB learner profile
1s the basis of IB education, the 10 IB Learner Profile characteristics were
translated into Japanese and compared with SGH student characteristics.
Between June and July 2018, the simplified, translated version of the IB
learner profile, with a Likert scale of (1-5) attached for reference, was sent to
SGH Counselors in 4 public and 1 private SGH in Okayama (3 SGH), Hyogo
and Osaka Prefectures (2 SGH), respectively. Next, the University IB student
advisor and the University Admissions Administrator (UAA), visited each
school and interviewed the school counselors about the survey. Survey
Results: When survey results were summarized, it was found that the biggest
dissimilarity between IB and SGH student characteristics, was “Risk Takers”
while the biggest similarity was to both was “Balanced”. Other 8 IB leaner
profile characteristics in Japanese students, as seen by SGH counselors, was
not so varied, although interpretation may have been influenced by the
counselors or SGH’s own outlook. The interview also revealed a difference of
opinion among SGH counselors in private and public SGH’s. Counselors at
private SGH’S, tended to judge student characteristics more strictly and felt
their student’s did not completely possess the IB characteristics of “Inquiry”,
as well as IB students. Conclusion: This survey revealed that, although the
main goals of both the IB and SGH are similar, student characteristics at
SGH, depend mostly on the style of education, school policies and student
potential. While IB education follows the same method in every IB school,
education practices at SGH vary, and reflect a lot on the school's past
education style, which impacts overall student learner profiles.
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BT FGARDNNy 7 757 RRETHREKENST-TT, FELSBaEEME e BnE Lz,
® Assomeone born and raised in the US, and who has also worked in education at a school aiming
to implement an IB program, most of the things covered in the presentation were already
apparent. I would have loved to hear more about the research into the socioeconomic
backgrounds of students. He’s done and the impact that the IB has had on students of different
backgrounds.
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® ['d heard from a colleague in passing about the success of the IB programs in Chicago, but
Sara’s presentation helped me to understand how if became so successful in the Chicago context.
I would have loved to hear more about all the different programs (how many CPs, what kinds
of students have found success, whether they tend to matriculate overseas, etc.) if we had more
time.
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I liked that the two presenters and Carol put the emphasis on equipping students with life-
long skills, rather than just focusing on the short-term goal of attending university. However,
I think with how the attitudes on education are here in Japan (including the student-centered
classroom, rather than teacher-owned classroom) there are some additional concerns that I
think the Chicago-style implementation cannot address for the Japan context.
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It would be wonderful for public schools to introduce the IB (or a style similar to IB) into their
curriculum! The more there are the better unless that was done with a clearly defined idea,
goal in mind, and commitment to the program, however, I don’t envision happening.
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Student-oriented learning.

Inquiry into topics that are relevant to students & interest them.

Examining the knowledge they're passively accepted as true.

Ensuring that students grow into well-rounded humans, not just educated ones.
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Is it possible to have speakers who are from other countries, such as the South / Southeast Asia
region? I'd love to hear how they overcame problems when local practice conflicted with IB

standards or requirements.
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I would love to have more teacher-oriented workshops and job-alikes! If there was also a
symposium about resources & support for the IB programs in the area, both from the private
& public sector, than I would also be happy.
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